[This address was delivered in London at St. Martin's Hall, on the evening of the first Sunday of 1866; and Huxley chose this day of the week because he proposed to preach a Lay Sermon, that is, a reverent discourse by a layman on a lofty theme of large importance. In so doing, Huxley held himself to be truly a preacher of sound doctrine, expounding the truth that the improvement of the knowledge of the processes of nature is necessary for the salvation of the lives of men. He took occasion also to deny the erroneous opinion that this improvement resulted only in material benefit; and he had little difficulty in showing that it resulted also in spiritual benefit.
Layman as he was, Huxley was all his life a preacher. In his autobiography he records as a memory of his boyhood that one Sunday morning when the rest of the family were at church, he turned his pinafore wrong1 side forwards in order to represent a surplice and preached a sermon to his mother's maids in imitation of the vicar of the parish. Forty years later when he stood up on Sunday evening to utter this lay sermon he had no need to don ecclesiastical attire; but few of those who have worn it have ever equaled Huxley's sincerity, his earnestness, and his logic in setting forth the faith that was in him.]
156inum and Atria were thus constructed, as was also Eavenna, the last refuge of the emperors of Kome. In later times, Grado, Torcella, and finally Venice, were built in the same fashion.
